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The first regular scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, March 3rd, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Pro tem Mark Olson.  Council members present were Scott Bjornson and Dale Tagtow. Shane Hagstrom and Bruce Baker were absent. Visitors at the meeting were Kevin Friesen from USDA Rural Development, Jared Voge from Bolton and Menk, Richard Engan from Engan and Associates and Connie Halvorson.  Representing the city departments were Chief of Police Reed Schmidt, and Maintenance Supervisor Steve Bomstad.

The minutes of the regular meeting of February 17th, 2010, the special meeting held February 17th and the special meeting held February 24th, 2010 was motioned for approval by Tagtow second by Bjornson.   Motion carried unanimously. 

JARED VOGE – BOLTON & MENK
 
Voge was in handed out the PFA beginning application along with a request to hold a public hearing for as required  by the MPCA  in order to get the project on the Project Priority List and ultimately for funding.  Motion to have a public hearing was made by Bjornson and second by Tagtow to hold the meeting on March 17th during the next regular council meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  After the public hearing he will bring a feasibility study for the council’s review.

KEVIN FRIESEN – RURAL DEVELOPMENT & RICHARD ENGAN

	Engan reviewed the planning schedule and budget items.  The project cost estimate $702,000 with mention of $251,054 first and second grants with matching money from the city, plus the $100,000 from Rural Development anticipated.  The Legacy Grant application request is for $350,946.  Friesen asked what the city was going to do with the USDA and use just a grant or with a loan combination.  Council discussed that they were only looking for the grant at this time, if monies from the Legacy Grant don’t match what we request, we would then possibly submit a subsequent loan for a small amount only if needed.

POLICE REPORT
	
Chief Schmidt reviewed the February 2010 service report for the police department.  There are lighting problems (visibility) with the Explorer in the rear of the squad. Schmidt read a quote from Squads Inc for new lights on the front and rear for $914.85.  Motion to approve the repair to the squad was made by Tagtow and second by Bjornson.  Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE REPORT

	Township Fireboard met and reviewed the 2010 KOPP report.  A major change to set aside $30,000 instead of $50,000 as was on the report for the yearly addition.  Thus it decreases the township portion down to $44,178.48.  Fire Relief Association also met and discussed the status of the account is $246,000 in their fund.   Council is concerned that there may not be enough in the fund for as many firefighters as there are in the relief association.




MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT

	The water tower froze up again.  Bomstad saw where it was frozen this time, first on the top then on the bottom of the bowl and then in the leg of the tower.  Bomstad was asked to come back to the council with different ideas to prevent this from happening again.

CLERKS REPORT

Clerk Smith requested dates for spring burn days.  Motion was made by Tagtow and second by Bjornson to make Saturdays from April 17th to May 22nd burn days in Atwater.  Motion carried unanimously.  Andrew Miller, Senior Loss Control Consultant from League of Minnesota Cities insurance Trust visited today and reviewed the 26 claims from the city in the past 10 years.  He suggested the city consult Department of Labor and do a mock OSHA inspection.  He also suggested joining a safety group in either Lake Lillian or Spicer area.  Our ratings are going up which will cost us more money per year for insurance coverage.  

Request for refund of liquor license for Geisers by Toby Geise for the time period of 2/24/2010 from when I.D.K. took over.  Motion was made by Bjornson to refund the amount unused by Geisers when the final water bill is paid and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously.

EDA UPDATE

	They have been talking with Family Practice of Willmar and are asking for $8,000 worth of equipment to get Family Practice into the building.  Rent would be at no charge and utilities would be only garbage and cleaning crews paid by Family Practice.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Tagtow and second by Bjornson.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: March 4, 2010 (Checks numbers 21889-21913 for $ 17,436.21).    

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson at 8:58 p.m. 
								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

