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The first regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, October 6th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Bruce Baker.  Council members present were Dale Tagtow, Mark Olson, and Shane Hagstrom.  Scott Bjornson was absent.  Visitors at the meeting were Jared Voge from Bolton and Menk, Keith and Vern Passmore of Vern’s Foods, Kevin Friesen from Rural Development, Richard and Andy Engan from Engan and Associates, Ivan Wersal, and Pat Wortham.  Representing the city departments were Police Chief Reed Schmidt, Officer Ross Johnson and Maintenance Supervisor Steve Bomstad.

The minutes of the regular meeting of September 15th, 2010, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom second by Tagtow.   Motion carried unanimously.  

KEVIN FRIESEN – RURAL DEVELOPMENT

	The library project did not get funded with the funds he had hoped.  He is hoping to be able to fund it with the regular allocations for Fiscal year 2011.  It is unknown how much maybe available.  The loan is not a problem at 3.75 to 4%.  He will know something around the first of November.

Richard and Andy Engan

	Engan explained that the Legacy grant work needs to be done by July 1st of 2011; he insisted that we proceed with the work for that part of the grant.  A possible route is to get all the money as a loan from Rural Development for the entire amount for construction and payback when grant money comes in.  The project costing $702,000 minus the 3 historical grants of $191,012 and city has reserved the amount of $240,418 for matching and other purposes leaves $270,570 needed to complete the project. City would need to pay $510,988 toward the project if no other funds are pursued.   Due to the lack of full council Mayor Baker asked if any decision be postponed until October 20th.  Wersal expressed his concern to stop the project now and take the loss.

JARED VOGE- SEWER RESULT 

Voge reviewed the televising of Fourth, Third and Atlantic.   Eight inch clay, PVC pipe, and cast iron pipe and some 10 inch pipe were the variety of materials used.  There were many cracks and several sags also some leaking groundwater.  There is also a pipe conflict on Third with a sanitary sewer going through storm line. His recommendation was that the sanitary sewer be replaced since it has exceeded its life.  Vern Passmore explained the best time to do the work in front of the grocery store would be in August through winter since that is their slow time.

Baker remarked that he had never seen so many laterals in a sewer line.  Tagtow was concerned about being able to make a payment on a large project. Baker explained that a 24/7 shift would run so that the work would occur while the downtown businesses are closed at night.  Sidewalks have not been decided as to what is going to be replaced.


Voge explained that project should start Thursday on Minnesota and Ninth Street North.  Curb on Friday and then tar the next week. Tagtow asked if the contractor could stay off of Seventh Street to keep the street from being torn apart by semi trucks.  Jared will contact the contractor and ask them to use Fourth Street as and entrance and exit.

POLICE REPORT
	
	Chief Schmidt reviewed the September activity report of the department.  A total of 56 people showed up for the first “Picnic with a cop”.  

MAINTENANCE/Parks department

Bomstad will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  Aerator under the walking bridge isn’t an option right now due to the fact the nearest electrical line is back at Thompsons house on Montana.  The baseball association will be doing some fall clean up at Kingery Field.  The new fence is up around the baseball and softball fields.  Hagstrom warned the council that the school district is looking at renting our baseball field.  He hopes to have more information at the next meeting.

EDA REPORT

	DDS. Amber Cziok has signed a two year lease with the EDA. 
 
CLERKS REPORT

The Fire Relief association has not filed its’ annual report with the State Auditor, so the city has not seen if they can meet their required amounts and not have the city contribute.    Also the Relief Association needs to file a 990 form with the IRS for the past three years or they may lose their tax exempt status.  Smith will have an auditor from Berkley Risk for the annual workers comp audit on Thursday.  Smith is also reviewing the water and sewer rates for the next few years.  Currently we are putting away $19,000 per year for water and $24,000 for sewer improvements.  Council had no input at this time regarding rates. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH – WELLHEAD PROTECTION PLAN 

	Smith and Bomstad meet with two officials from the Minnesota Department of Health regarding starting on our Wellhead Protection Plan which is due in April of 2013.  Part I will be done with the help of DOH for mapping, finding old wells, vulnerability of each well and setting the actual wellhead area.  Part II will assign a wellhead team, notification of various local governments, public hearings, and the actual protection plan.  

2011 Building OFFICIAL agreement with new london 

	Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow to approve the 2011 building official agreement with New London without any changes.  Motion carried unanimously.

LAKE COUNTRY WIND ENERGY 

	The PUC Site Permit Application for Large Wind Energy Conversion system arrived for the installation of 20 turbines with 328 foot tower and 269 foot rotors for a maximum height of 479 feet.  The book is available for any public review.

DANCE PERMIT

	 Motion was moved by Hagstrom and second by Olson to approve a wedding dance permit for Veronica Pautszke & Nathan Whitcomb for January 22, 2011.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: October 8, 2010 (Checks numbers 22446-22453 for $ 37,121.75).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom at 8:45 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

