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The first regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, March 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Gary Tagtow and Pat Wortham.  Absent was Scott Bjornson.   Visitors at the meeting were Ivan Wersal, Roger and Jo Holm, Andy Peterson, Jim Solheid – Building Inspector, Richard Engan of Engan and Assoc, Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Greg Tauer – representing the Atwater Lions Club.   Representing the city departments was Police Chief Reed Schmidt, and Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz, Ambulance Supervisor Veda Stockland, EMT Lee Mickle and EMT Dale Ehernberg.

The minutes of the regular meeting of February 16th, 2011, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom second by Wortham.   Motion carried unanimously.  

REVIEW OF FEBRUARY 28TH FIRE DOWNTOWN

	On February 28th the Peterson Hardware, Phat Pheasant Pasta and Brew, and Holm Brothers Plumbing and Heating aba: Rice Lake Construction all were lost to a fire which claimed all three buildings. This displaced four businesses which also included Sticker Boy.  Mayor Olson has set up a meeting with the property owners on Thursday, March 3rd in the city offices.  Solheid explained that there are different rules for business than a residential fire.  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency considered everything contaminated and needs to be treated as hazardous.   The lots should be clean and uncontaminated site to rebuild on.  Foundation, concrete and bricks need to be removed and disposed of in the nearest MPCA approved landfill. The walls are to come down as soon as it is feasible.  

JARED VOGE – BOLTON & MENK

	Resolution 2011-08 approving application to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority for the Sanitary Sewer system project for 2011 was motioned to approve was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Vote went as follows: yea; Hagstrom and Wortham, nay; Tagtow.  Motion carries.  Resolution 2011-09 	approving application to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority for the drinking water project for 2011 was motioned to approve was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Vote went as follows: yea; Hagstrom and Wortham, nay; Tagtow.  Motion carries.  In talking with Schmidty’s asked if the stretch of Minnesota between Third and Fourth Street North could be included in the project.  If water line is included it would create a loop which is needed for the downtown area.  Originally when it Minnesota Avenue was built it was not intended for the current semi and other heavy traffic.  After brief discussion council decided to make it an option for the scope of the project.  A rough cost estimate for the addition would be around $100,000.  Motion to add Minnesota as an option was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Vote went as follows: yea; Hagstrom and Wortham, nay; Tagtow.  Motion carries.

A review of the debt load would break down to 20 years of additional water and sewer rates to pay for loan.  Estimated rate for interested would be around 2%, and would translate to $10 per month per water service with a 3 year phase in period.

 
RICHARD ENGAN – UPDATE ON HOTEL

	Project is going on schedule; the roof should be going on this month.  Two suggested changes have come up on changing the electrical service from copper to aluminum saving $174.  Second was in the interior framing where the bar is in need of replacement with decking costing $744.  Motion to approve the switch of copper to aluminum was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom. Motion carried unanimously.  A second motion was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom to add the decking to the library floor to provide stability.  Motion carried unanimously.

  After review by the police department it was questioned if the upstairs storage room is large enough to hold all the records and evidence the department needs stored.  Is asked the council consider moving the evidence “locker” to the basement and just use the storage for paper work.  Estimates would need to be worked up and could be ready for the next meeting.  The State Historical Society said they would take an air test for the sprinkler system to complete the contract for the grant.  

Greg Tauer – Atwater Lions Club

	Tauer came before the council to ask permission to paint the downtown sign in the park across from Vern’s, and the sign at Gordy Johnson Field.  They also would like permission to decorate seasonally the downtown park shelter.  Council gave their approval to go forward with the painting and decorating.  

POLICE REPORT

	Chief Schmidt reviewed his February report with no questions from the council.

FIRE REPORT

	After the fire downtown there are three items that need to be replaced for approximate cost of $417.  He is very proud of his department, the help from other fire departments and city personal.  Two hydrants were frozen and eight tanker trucks were hauling from Kandiyohi and Grove City.  They did shut down the pumping at 6 a.m. so the residents would have water for the morning.  The bills to be expected are from Willmar for the use of the aerial truck – all other hours from other departments are part of mutual aid.  A total of 396 man hours just for the Atwater Department were logged for this fire.  There are mechanical problems with the Jaws of Life and they have them apart for repairs.  The seals have gone out and new rings have been ordered.  Need to get in budget to replace at an estimate of $20,000.  

	After the Fireboard meeting with the townships they approved the changes to the Fire Protection Agreement on February 22nd.  The new percentage rate for the city portion will be 38% and township portion will be 62% on the 2012 KOPP report due in February of 2012. Veda Stockland, Lee Mickle and Dale Ehrenberg gave a demonstration of the auto pulse device.  They are doing a fund raiser to help pay for the device which costs $16,000, on April 2nd at the Artmeyerson building.  

CLERKS REPORT

	Clerk Smith informed the council that on March 24th there will be a catch up course for the Local Board of Equalization meeting.  Mayor Olson and Councilman Wortham will attend.  She then reviewed the highlights of the Friday Faxes and the upcoming.  

Dance permits

	Dance permits for Maria Moncada (DJ only) for May 7th at the Community Center with no alcohol.  Motion to approve the permit was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: March 4th, 2011 (Checks numbers 22836-22865 for $ 42,707.94).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom and second by Wortham at 8:44 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

