NOVEMBER 2, 2011
REGULAR MEETING
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The first regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Scott Bjornson, Shane Hagstrom, Gary Tagtow and Pat Wortham.  Visitors at the meeting were Elsie and Dallas Kashmark, Jo Holm and Ivan Wersal.   Representing the city departments was Steve Bomstad.

ELISE AND DALLAS KASHAMRK – PEACEFUL THYMES

	Elise Kashmark informed the council that they need to move out to the new building prior to December 31st.  Everything has come together to opening the new store.  Next week she is signing the paper work for the hardware portion of the store.  The EDA and Kandiyohi County EDC will be involved.  The new owner is requesting a tax abatement for 3 years.  Can they also shave off the west side of the parking lot since currently some cars can bottom out.  Kashmark’s are having the property surveyed.  They are well aware of the easement the city has on that property.  They are requesting permission to shave the curb to lower it due to the fact they are adding a drive through.  Council and maintenance will review the curb and let them know.

	Elsie Kashmark also informed the council that the Lions are planning an open house from 3 to 5 p.m. for December 10th for the new city offices and library.  In celebration of the street work be done and a rebirth of the downtown there will be rides on the Clip Clop trolley.  Lastly Santa Clause arrives via the Santa Semi (Kandiyohi Mens Club) arrives at 8 p.m. at the Community Center.  

JO HOLM – REQUEST PERMISSION FOR BENCH IN PARK

	Jo Holm informed the council that the Block Nurse Program received a generous gift from the family of Lloyd Hovey in memory of his service to the program and to the community.  They have requested a bench in the downtown park – somewhere by the horseshoe courts.  The bench will be made of granite.  Next spring a spot will be picked out and approved by the council.  Holm also asked if there could be electricity in the new downtown park shelter.  Council would look at the possibility.  

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT

	Bomstad asked the council that the company doing the street project cleans out the catch basins before they leave town.  Councilman Bjornson was called by a farmer who was alarmed when he found that when the city had flushed on Garfield into his field and had created large erosion.  Bomstad will make sure it doesn’t happen next spring.  

	Hagstrom asked that the flags on the light poles be removed from poles for winter.  They are getting beat up.  Bomstad needs to spread the agralime on all the ball fields.


CITY CLERK REPORT

	A request from a couple of residents to extend burning days into the month of November.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson to extend burn days the next two Saturdays.  

CLEANING FOR NEW OFFICES

	Torkelson declined the offer for cleaning the new offices.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to stay with the Kandiyohi DAC at $295.  Motion carried unanimously.  

LATOUR PAY REQUEST #4 – 2011 STREET PROJECT

	A pay request from LaTour Construction for pay request #4 for $348,392.93 for work done in October for the 2011 street project done so far.  Motion to approve was made by Wrotham and second by Hagstrom.  Vote went as follows: yea; Wortham, Hagstrom, Bjornson and against; Tagtow.  Motion carried.

PAY REQEUST #10 FOR CITY OFFICES FROM GOPHER STATE CONTRACTORS

	A motion was made to approve payment #10 for $60,365.07 to Gopher State Contractors by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PARKS UPDATE

	A letter from the DNR – Division of Parks and Trails informed us that the new deck is not accessible to persons with disabilities.  It was an annual review done to make sure that the original grant given in 1981 and 1982 was still being used for recreation purposes.

POLICE REPORT

	Chief Schmidt reviewed the October police report.  The council meeting with Grove City will be November 15th.  Councilman asked if the Chief would look into an ordinance regarding noise or jake braking.  

Chairs for Council meetinG ROOM
	
	Hagstrom introduced a quote for 20 chairs from Northern Business Products for $859.  Motion was made to accept the quote for $859 was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously.  




APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: November 7th, 2011 (Checks numbers 23452-2323477 for $ 464,863.20).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson second by Tagtow at 8:03 a.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

