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The first regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, March 7, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were, Mark Olson, Scott Bjornson, and Shane Hagstrom.  Gary Tagtow and Pat Wortham were absent.  Visitors at the meeting were Jared Voge, Tom Kingery, Dorothy Borgrud, Jeff Tanner, and Jordon Tanner, also Ryan Baum of Utility Services.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Reed Schmidt, and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of February 15, 2012, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom second by Bjornson.   Motion carried unanimously.  

ATWATER BASEBALL ASSOCATION

	Jordon Tanner explained that they had a quote from Musko Light to replace the lights at the baseball field to hold evening baseball games.  The current lighting is from the days of football field was in use and are over 64 years old.  The council suggested they come back with two competitive bids if it is to be city financed.  The ABA would pay the city $10,000 of the $15,000 payment per year if needed.  The representatives will come back to the council with the complete information.  

Dale gratz - detachment

	Gratz reviewed the proposed tax on his acreage platting in town.  In 2011 it was $248 for the three pieces of land that will be $396 in 2012.  That is a 37% increase in one year which caught his attention.  Bjornson asked if we could lower the taxable market value to lower his taxes or work out another deal to keep the parcels in the city proper.

RYAN BAUM – UTILITY SERVICE

	Baum asked if there were any questions from the council.  Mayor Olson wants to wait until the full council is present to vote on the subject.

POLICE REPORT

	Police Chief Schmidt reviewed the February 2012 service report.  He is still looking at writing grants for a youth center in the old city hall.  A brief discussion of replacing the AP25 squad was postponed until Bjornson and Schmidt could look at the different possibilities. Kandiyohi County submitted a proposal to take over doing prosecution of misdemeanor/gross misdemeanor offenses.  The cost would be $117.50 per hour.  Schmidt will find a different attorney before Richard Ronning retires.






FIRE DEPARTMENT

Two quotes were submitted for replacing the extension cords for 8 drop cords in the fire department.  Glen Barker bid $1,276.94 and Ryan Buer submitted $2008.25.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to award the job to Glen Barker for $1276.94 with the addition of another outlet near the welding table in the maintenance shed.  Motion carried unanimously.   


CLERKS DEPARTMENT

Council set the burns day for Saturdays only during the month of April with the addition 
May 5th.  The city council clean up tour will be May 16th.  

GOPHER STATE –CHANGE ORDER #9

Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson to approve change order #9 for $1,155.87 for the city offices.  Motion carried unanimously.  The updated sheet of costs totaled the project at $687,998 with $14,002 left in the contingency plan.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: March 8, 2012 (Checks numbers 23722-23744 for $29,111.13).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson and second Hagstrom at 7:54 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

