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The first regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, April 4, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were, Mark Olson, Shane Hagstrom, Gary Tagtow and Pat Wortham were absent. Scott Bjornson arrived at 7:03. Visitors at the meeting were Jared Voge - City Engineer, Jenna Tanttila and Gerry Kulzer and Ivan Wersal.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Reed Schmidt, Police officer Trevor Berger and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of March 21, 2012, was motioned for approval by Wortham second by Hagstrom.   Motion carried unanimously.  

BOBBER PROJECT

	Gerry Kulzer and Jenna Tanttila appeared before the council to propose a permanent art installation in Atwater.  They proposed a two foot bobber with carvings of settlement date, images of the railroad, recreation themes, street names and something to memorialize the farm community’s importance.  It would be cast in bronze and placed on placed permanently on a pedestal in a public place.  They money would come from a Legacy Grant for $20,00 SMAHC – the city would need to match 25% or $5,000 in kind or in monetary amounts.

	Kulzer and Tanttila explained that this would be a draw for people to come and visit, and showcase the many sides of Atwater.  There would be a website documenting the progress of the installation and would be up for about one year.  Bjornson said we could do the in kind of permits, footing and foundation and installation of the project.  Motion to proceed with the project was made by Wortham and second by Bjornson.  Vote went at follows:  yea; Wortham, Bjornson and Hagstrom and nay; Tagtow.  Motion passed.  Tagtow thought there was a better use of the city’s money somewhere else.  

ATWATER BASEBALL ASSOCATION

	Jordon Tanner appeared before the council that the quote from Musko was $90,000 plus additional new wiring puts the estimated project at $125,000.  Now that the price is possibly over $100,000 it would need to be advertised.  The field would be used by summer recreation, the Chuckers, the Legion team, and the school district.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

	The fire department unanimously voted to purchase the Midwest 3000 gallon portable pump for $183,977 for just tanker truck.  The feeling from the department is that this truck will best fit the needs.  Schwartz told the council that #4150 (yellow pumper) would be replaced with a used pumper when it comes to the end of its usefulness.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson to accept the bid from Midwest Fire of Luverne, MN for $183,977 for a PTX 3000 gallon tanker apparatus and a 2013 International 7400 Series chassis.  Vote went at follows:  yea; Wortham, Bjornson and Hagstrom and nay; Tagtow.  Motion passed.  


	With a concern over pagers again, Schwartz asked Mayor Olson if he would attend a Kandiyohi County Board meeting with him to request some sort of resolve with the poor reception.  He found out that a booster won’t help when entering the school or at the Bushmill Plant.  The next meeting will be April 17th at 9 a.m.  Clerk Smith informed the council that all three sirens went off today at the regularly scheduled drill.

POLICE REPORT

	Police Chief Schmidt reviewed the March 2012 service report.

MAINTENACE DEPARTMENT

	They will be flushing hydrants later and will be replacing the fire hydrant by Dorothy Borgrud’s house.  Voge mentioned there was no news from the contractor as to when they are coming back to lay the wear coat on the project from last year.  Bomstad stated that the sidewalks that have the small fisher cracks really don’t need to be replaced; it may cause a worse problem trying to tie them into the existing sidewalks and may heave during next freeze and thaw.

PARKS

	Wortham had someone inquire if we could keep the weeds down in the volleyball courts.  Bomstad said more use would help in keeping down the weeds.  Possibly pulling a drag or using the machine from the baseball field would help with the weed prevention.

CLERKS DEPARTMENT

Ryan Baum phoned and asked what colors Council would like to use on the water tower 
when it is painted this summer.  Council decided to go with ivory and black but a different font.  Smith found a different head for street lights that would be LED energy saving.  Bomstad will contact Xcell Energy to see if it is possible.

LETTER FROM SARAH KLAASSEN REGARDING PROSECUTING ATTORENY

A letter from Anderson, Larson, Hanson and Saunders law firm offering criminal prosecution at an hourly rate of $125 per hour for attorney and $75 per hour for paralegal to city using Attorney Sarah Klaassen was reviewed.  Mayor Olson submitted Sarah Klaassen to be appointed the city’s new criminal attorney.  Motion to accept the appointment was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.

Wellhead protection Plan

	A letter from Minnesota Department of Health informed us that part I of the Wellhead Protection plan needs to be reviewed at a public information meeting.  Council chose May 2 during a regularly scheduled meeting to hear any public input for the Wellhead plan.

SOLAR SHADES AND BLINDS FOR OFFICES

	The quote for solar shade and blinds for the new offices from Linda Barrick Designs for $2875 for shades and four wood blinds $578 plus sales tax.  Olson and Hagstrom were unsure if someone from the EDA has ordered blinds already for the police department.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson to approve the eleven solar shades at $2875 plus sales tax.  Motion carried unanimously.  

MNWARN MEMBERSHIP

	Clerk Smith submitted for the council’s approval membership in the MnWARN group through MMUA, Minnesota Department of Health, Rural Water, League of Minnesota Cities, and FEMA.  It would help with mutual aid if a disaster should occur within the city limits.  Motion to join MnWarn was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom and carried unanimously.  

Minnesota Water Conservation Law Changes

	City Engineer Jared Voge forwarded an email regarding the revision of the conservation law signed April 2, 2012 extending the deadline to Jan 1, 2015 for public water suppliers serving over 1,000 people.  This means a rate structure that encourages conservation and may include block rates, seasonal rate, time of use rates, or excess rates.	Records need to be submitted to the state for approval before the deadline.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: April 5, 2012 (Checks numbers 23766-23786 for $16,168.31).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson and second Hagstrom at 7:49 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

