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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Scott Bjornson, Shane Hagstrom, Gary Tagtow, and Pat Wortham.  Visitors at the meeting were Joe Carpenter, and Ivan Wersal.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Trevor Berger, Officers Ross Johnson, Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of August 1, 2012, were motioned for approval by Wortham and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously. The minutes for a special meeting held June 15th, 2012 as motioned by Hagstrom and second by Wortham and carried unanimously.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief of Police Trevor Berger reviewed the September service report. Officer Johnson is going to car seat training in hopes that next year they will be able to set up a booth and inspect car seats during festival days.  They also hope to have a couple of car seats to be able to give away if needed from the Child Safety Council.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT

	Schwartz reported that they were busier this year than last year with 4 call more than last year at this time.  They need additional equipment for the new fire truck- flashlights, connections hose, brackets; total cost of small equipment should not exceed $1200.  One of the civil defense sirens isn’t working and needs to be updated.  Whalen needs to come out and change the settings.  Motion by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to approve spending up to $1200 for accessories for the new fire truck.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAINTENACE DEPARTMENT

Bomstad informed the council that the water tower is up and running.  The variable frequency drive was repaired.  Mark Dykes repaired the equipment.  Still looking for the safety hook and harness that goes on the stairway, unsure if we were to order this or tower company.  Maintenance department dug out around the out pipe of the storm water outlet on Fourth Street South and they are eroding.  

A video from Minnesota Rural Water found tree roots are bad on North 3rd and 4th Street South.  The jetter the city owns won’t take the roots out.  East Road also needs to be looked at. 

CLERKS REPORT

	September cash flow was available on the council table.  A list of checks written on September 20th for city bills was included in the packet between the meetings.  Smith asked if the council would approve transferring the remaining $103,365.62 to the General Fund to close out the 401 – City office and Library Project.  Motion made Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to put in General fund and keep as a “repair” fund for the new city offices. Motion carried unanimously.   Police Chief Berger would like to move around between the codes in his department with a net zero effect.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Wortham to approve the adjustments in the agenda packet.  Motion carried unanimously. Update of the 2013 requirement for fire relief association is now $4596.  

RESOLUTION 2012-12 RAISING WATER AND SEWER RATES

	Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Wortham to raise water rates from base rate of $81 per year to $99 for water and from $1.85 per thousand gallons to $2.85.  Also the tank reserve goes from $12 per year to $18.  Sewer rates will raise the base rate from $69 per year to $87 per year and from $1.40 per thousand gallons to $2.00 per thousand gallons.  Motion carried unanimously.

Letter from Jared – Bolton & Menk to A.I.R. REGARDING UTILITY RELOCATION

	Voge reviewed the letter sent to A.I.R. DBA:  Corvall Group regarding the requested utility relocation.  City would have to vacate the old easements and redo new ones.  Estimated cost of the total cost was $121,200.  The city would not be participating in the project financially.  Nothing has been heard from Corvall.  Council asked Smith to forward a copy of the engineer’s bills to Corvall.  

Jim wagNer offers to stock Tadd Lake

Stocking Tadd Lake with Walleye fry was offered by Jim Wagner at a cost of $300 to $500.  Council decided due to the low water level it would not be a good time to consider restocking the lake.  Council would review this again next spring.  

Dance permitS

	Motion for dance permit approval was made by Wortham for the IDK for the month of November.  A second to the motion was made by Wortham and carried unanimously.  Also a dance permit for Kimberly Hernandez on October 6th for a wedding dance at the community center.    Motion was made by Wortham and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously. 

2012 state aid

Police state aid for 2012 was $6,473 and for fire state aid the amount received was $11,033.10 approximately the same as last year.







Planning & zoning meeting regarding 3 variances for Scott Bjornson

	A meeting has been scheduled for Monday October 15th for a public hearing to review requested three variances for Scott Bjornson.  The first is for the square footage of the garage then the height of the garage and lastly the garage will need to use 19 feet of the 25 foot setback on the North side.  Motion was made by Wortham to approve the three variances pending approval by the planning and zoning commission. Motion carried unanimously with Bjornson abstaining.  

FOURTH STREET SOUTH & MINNESOTA AVE

	Voge will prepare a feasibility report for Fourth Street South (water and sewer) and Minnesota Ave. (overlay) and Fifth Street where it is gravel and start the PFA process.  Motion to proceed with a project for 2013 was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham. Motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: October 4, 2012 (Checks numbers 24131-24152 for $17,409.54).  City Clerk/Treasurer submitted a list of paid bills from September 20th, 2012 (check numbers 24106-24128for $4,874.33) paid per Resolution 2012-08.

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson and second by Tagtow at 7:52 p.m. 

								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

