DECEMBER 5, 2012
REGULAR MEETING
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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, December 5, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Scott Bjornson, Gary Tagtow, Shane Hagstrom and Pat Wortham. Visitors at the meeting were Ivan Wersal, Bob Kringle, Reed Schmidt, Brian Carlson, Paul Schilling, Andrew Carlson and Joseph Carpenter.  Representing the city departments were Police Chief Trevor Berger, Officer Ross Johnson, Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of November 7, 2012, were motioned for approval by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously. The minutes of the special meeting held November 14th, 2013 were motioned for approval by Wrotham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously.

2013 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING

	Mayor Olson opening the hearing at 7:01 informing the council that Councilman Tagtow, Clerk/Treasurer Smith and himself went through the budget this afternoon and had three proposals for decreasing expenses and decreasing the levy.  First was in general fund, Fire department code for Fire Relief Assoc (470) decrease another $1400 to $4600.  Second was to decrease the amount set aside for street projects in improvements (43110-430) by $5000 to $75,000.  Third was no increase to the Ambulance of $12.50 for training hours.

	Fire Chief Schwartz explained that the $12.50 is per training night not per hour.

	Olson then opened the hearing to the public.  Bob Kringle asked what the cities goals were for the next couple of years.  It will maintain the status quo; and keep up the reserves for equipment and street repairs. Mayor Olson explained that the next street project is slated for 2014 but for 2013 there are no major expenses planned.  Kringle was concerned about the number of abandoned houses in town in his neighborhood and on the south side of town.  Olson informed Kringle that the building inspector and he are going to meet and the city is already starting the proceedings for notification of the owners according the law.  	

	 Motion was made by Tagtow and second by Hagstrom to approve cuts of $6400 as afore mentioned but not the drill pay for the ambulance.  	Motion carried unanimously.  The public hearing was closed at 7:16.

PAUL SCHILLING – LOT 40-075-1080

	Schilling appeared before the council to request lowering the amount the property (at 105 Pacific) is worth $12,800 but since the Planning and Zoning won’t let the anyone build a garage on it, he doesn’t think the value should be that high.  Mayor Olson asked him to come back in April and request lowering the amount.  Schilling felt that the property is now worthless.  Mayor Olson will ask the Planning and Zoning to clarify their position on their decision not to allow the garage to be built.  Schilling felt no one would possibly want to even build a new house that close to the railroad tracks.

DON WILLIAMSON – WEST Central sanitation 

	Williamson was here for the opening of the sanitation proposals.  West Central Sanitation was the only proposal for three year franchise submitted at the time of the meeting.  He explained there were no changes from the previous proposal from three years ago.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to award the residential sanitation franchise agreement to West Central Sanitation for a period of 72 months (six years) beginning January 1st.  Motion carried unanimously.

BRIAN CARLSON – ATWATER LIQUOR

	Carlson asked if his Mother, Sharon Carlson, could be removed from the Atwater Liquor’s off sale license per her request.  Council saw no problem with it and would have it noted when the 2013 license was sent to the State of Minnesota.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief of Police Trevor Berger reviewed the November service report. The department has solved a theft and waiting for charges to be filed.  Parking tickets are being issued for snow removal.  There were no questions from the council.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT

	Chief Schwartz informed the council that the numbers of fire calls are up this year with just two fire calls in the past two days.  He also informed the council that he was re-elected Fire Chief again by his department.  He would like to have two assistant chiefs in planning for his departure in the future.  He also informed the council that the department had spent the approved $1295 for equipment needed for the new pumper truck but got soaked on $450 worth of shipping and handling.  Schwartz informed the company that there would be no more orders coming from the Atwater Fire Department because of the over charge.  

The new tanker is in service.  The 1983 is sitting in service also with 44,795 miles on it.  Council says it needs to go.  Clerk Smith asked if the council would be open to having the auction house in Litchfield sell it.  Council approved selling the vehicle through Steffes Auction.  
	
MAINTENACE DEPARTMENT

Bomstad didn’t have anything to bring to the attention to the council.  

JARED VOGE- BOLTON & MENK

	There were no updates for the Corvel group, but they are working on the feasibility study for the 2014 project.  Voge had a question on Fifth Street between Minnesota and Atlantic Avenue plus Minnesota from Fifth to Seventh, the condition of the sanitary sewer in the streets.  He would prefer we have the sanitary sewers be televised before continuing with the study.  He had three bids Johnson Jet Line was the lowest at $3687.20.  Motion was made by Wortham to proceed with Johnson Jetline for $3,687.20 was second by Hagstrom and carried unanimously.

Dance permitS

	Motion for dance permit approval was made by Hagstrom for the IDK for the month of January 2013.  A second to the motion was made by Wortham and carried unanimously.  

BUILDING OFFICALS

	Motion was made by Wortham and second by Tagtow to renew the Building office agreement with New London and Spicer with no changes from prior year.  Motion carried unanimously.

WINKELMAN BUILDING CORP- 14 UNIT APARTMENT BUILDING

	Mike Schoenecker from Winkelman Building Corporation approached the clerk’s office asking what the city’s openness would be to creating a T.I.F. district in order for their company to build a new 14 unit apartment building.  He gave preliminary numbers of $200,000 worth of Tax increment financing for a length of 10 years.  Schoenecker is available to attend a council meeting when they are ready.

2013 License and permit renewals

	Motion was made by Tagtow and second by Hagstrom to renew the 2013 cigarette, off sale liquor, on sale liquor, sanitation hauling and mobile home permits.  Motion carried unanimously.

2013 BUDGET REVIEW AND RESOLUTION 

	With no more discussion a motion as discussed previously in the meeting was made by Wortham and second by Bjornson to approve Resolution 2012-13 passing the final levy for Taxes Payable for 2013.  Motion carried unanimously.

2013 proposed wages

	Motion to approve the wages as presented at the original budget meeting was made by Bjornson and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: December November 9, 2012 (Checks numbers 24267-24285 for $15,682.50).  City Clerk/Treasurer submitted a list of paid bills from November 20th, 2012 (check numbers 24247-24263 for $20,172.36) paid per Resolution 2012-08.

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom at 8:09 p.m. 

								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

