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The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Jerry Spencer, Reed Schmidt and Pat Wortham.  Also present were Gordy Behm, John Kojetin, Nick Borchert and Ethan Jenson from the DNR, Ace Bonnama, Jeanna Lilleberg and Jared Voge and Josh Halvorson from Bolton and Menk.  Representing the city departments was Chief Trevor Berger, and Steve Bomstad from the maintenance department.

The minutes of the regular meeting of September 2nd, 2015, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom second by Wortham.   Motion carried unanimously.  

John Kojetin asked if the trees along US Hwy 12 could please stay because it makes a great snow fence.  Gordy Behm informed him that the trees would be the property of the new owner and he/she could do whatever they wanted with the trees.  Mayor Olson called for the motion to pass Resolution 2015-16.  Schmidt made the motion to pass said resolution and Wortham second it.  Motion passed with unanimous yes vote.  

Nick Borchert and Ethan Jenson from the DNR appeared before the council to request permission to drill a water level observation well in Centennial Park.   It would be place somewhere by the little league scoreboard.  It would be 4 inch casing with 8 inch protective cap.  A data logger would gather information for 4 months.  Motion to approve was made by Wortham and second by Spencer.  Motion passed with unanimous yes vote.

Ace Bonnama from Kandiyohi Sheriff Office is before the council to ask for city participation in a grant to install a repeater at the Fire Hall.  The grant will require the city to pay $2,924.31 toward the 50/50 grant.  This amount could be shared between fire and police departments.  Motion to pass Resolution 2015-25 was made by Hagstrom and second by Spencer.  Motion passed with unanimous yes vote.

Jared Voge presented Resolution 2015-21 for GO Sewer note of $1,144,795.  Motion to approve was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion passed unanimously.  Next was Resolution 2015-22 for GO Water note of $1,007,005.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion passed with unanimous yes vote.  Voge ask for council to approve the assessment policy as given to the council.  After brief discussion motion to approve the new policy was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Motion was made by Wortham and second by Spencer to approve Resolution 2015-20 setting up the assessment hearing for November 4th at 7 pm, interest at 15 years @ 4.5 %.  Motion passed unanimously.  Voge informed the council that curb and gutter will go down next week and tar should be on the first week of November.

Motion was made by Spencer and second by Wortham to pay Teekay Plumbing final payment #4 for $2,527.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Motion was made by Wortham and second by Spencer to pay Kuechle Underground payment #2 for $595,104.42.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Chief Berger read the police report from September for the service report. He and another officer have been fitted for their new vests.

Bomstad came before the council with two quotes for street patching.  First was Hard Drive for $3426 and second was Monson at $4510.  Motion made by Schmidt and second by Hagstrom to have Hard Drive do the repairs.  Motion passed unanimously.  Bomstad told the council that he had made the repairs to the ponds on the first valve and felt that the repairs on the second valve shouldn’t be difficult. 

Well #1 needed a new circuit board for $315.  He also needs to heads for chlorinators at $2700 a set.  The alternator went out on the plow truck and needs to be repaired.

Parks are being put to sleep for winter.  Ridgewater and Willmar ball teams need to use the field for a fall playoff.  

Dale Tagtow asked for a credit on his account since he had over read his meter.  After a brief discussion a motion was made by Spencer to give him two free months of service.  Motion died for lack of second.

Jeanna Lilleberg presented and reviewed the housing study done by Kandiyohi County HRA for each town.   There is a serious need for rental units’ apartment buildings.  Single family housing is projected 2 to 3 homes a year should be going up.  The city has very few lots to build in and needs to have a development.  417 homes in Atwater were included. They found 9 homes that should be demolished rest was reparable or in great shape.  A total of 65% of the people who work in Willmar do not live in Willmar but commute a minimum of 17 minutes.  We came up really well in senior services.  Renters eventually turn into home owners once they are happy in a community.

Council reviewed the changed ordinance 2015-01 two licensed, operable and insured motor vehicles will be changed.  And from Jakebreak to exhaust break.

Ordinance 2015-02 was reviewed again and changed 45 days to 30 days for shut off should be changed.

County Attorney said the city has the right to tear down the two houses (404 Garfield Ave and 510 Second Street South).  Council discussed if there was possible problem with asbestos or mold problem.  Building inspector Jim Solheid will be contacted.  Costs of condemning and tearing down the houses will be assessed to the parcel.

	Dance permit for the IDK and HandleBar for the month of November 2015 was motioned by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously.  An off-premises for IDK for the Strong Garage on November 7th, 2015 was motioned for approval by Spencer and second by Wortham with all voting in favor.  Motion passed.  Dance permit for the Strong Garage for Joelen Garberich for November 7th was motioned by Spencer and second by Wortham with all voting in favor, the motion passed.  Dancer permit for the Strong Garage for the Mueller family reunion on October 10, 2015 was motioned by Hagstrom and second by Spencer.  Everyone voted in favor, motion passed.

HandleBar’s  annual  Ride for Life generated the following complaints:  bikes blocked Atlantic Avenue from Vern’s to City Offices and were not parking in a legal fashion.  Alcohol was present in the park which means alcohol left the bar and serving food.  They did not have a permit for anything that concerns the city.

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Spencer and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: October 8th, 2015 (Checks numbers 26338-26368 for $654,160.32).  

	A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom and second by Wortham at 9:35 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

