DECEMBER 3, 2015
REGULAR MEETING
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The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, December 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Jerry Spencer, Reed Schmidt and Pat Wortham.  Also present were Brent Brekke, Sam DeLeo from Dollar General, Donald and Kristy Anderson, Sherri Broderius, and Joel Gratz from ACGC School District, H. James Olson from Atwater Area Helping Seniors, Bruce Baker, Jared Voge and Josh Halvorson from Bolton and Menk.  Representing the city departments was Chief Trevor Berger, and Steve Bomstad from the maintenance department.

	Motion to approve the minutes for October 7th, 2015 was made by Spencer and second by Wortham and carried with everyone voting in favor.

	Mayor Olson addressed the parking lot variance after the Planning and Zoning re-held the public hearing for Dollar General Store.  They are asking for a variance of having 30 parking spots instead of the required 73 spots for the sales floor of 7,310 feet.  Planning and Zoning did approve it with a vote of four to one in favor of the variance.  Public comments were that 	James Olson felt it would be an improvement to the city and help with property tax.  It might also bring more people to town.  Baker felt it would not be good because it would cause more competition within town.  Motion to approve the variance was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom to approve the variance.  Motion carried with everyone voting in favor of the motion.

	Joel Gratz and Sherri Broderius appeared before the council to update them as to what is going on at the school district.  Enrollment is up because of drawing from other districts.  Added English language learner for 12 to 14 students.  Early learning is getting more emphasis.  They will be using Mondays for training teachers.  School board added the business program back to the curriculum.  Four day week has been approved until 2020.  Finances are healthy.  

Mayor Olson opening the Truth and taxation at 7:23.  First to speak was Anderson’s who questioned why their house value had increased 39%.  Smith was instructed to call the assessor’s office to get clarification.  Next Brent Brekke asked the council to review his storage lot (40 units)  on Highway 12 and has no city amenities.  Council explained that in April they will question the assessor’s office to see what calculation they used and look at the property at that time.   H James asked the city to look at his property which doesn’t have streets or utilities.   Major Olson then closed the public hearing at 7:48.   

Chief Berger read the police report from November.  Berger submitted a quote from Atwater Ford to repair several  dings and small dents to the APPK.  Cost to repair the truck was $1878.24.   Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Spencer to accept the Atwater Ford.  Motion was carried by all members and passed.  The department received 4 application and looking at hiring two.  Berger will have them at the next council meeting.

Bomstad explained that the backhoe needs the transmission repaired for about $7,000.  The backhoe is already at Hennes Repair and tore apart.  He also reporting having hit a couple of castings during snow plowing.

Ordinance 2015-01 combination noise and vehicle ordinance was review and motioned for approve by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion passed by all voting in favor of the ordinance.  After printing in the newspaper and newsletter it will become enforceable.

Ordinance 2015 relating to water service being monthly was motioned by Wortham and second by Spencer.  Motion passed by all voting in favor of the ordinance.  After printing in the newspaper and newsletter it will become enforceable.

Chief Berger asked if he could attend the annual Chiefs Association conference in April.  Motion to approve attendance was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  All voted in favor, motion passed.

Resolution 2015-26 adopting the final levy was motioned by Hagstrom and second by Wortham, leaving the levy at $431,675.  Motion carried by all voting in favor.

	Dance permit for the IDK and HandleBar for the month of January 2015 was motioned by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  Motion carried unanimously.

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Spencer and second by Schmidt.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: December 8, 2015 (Checks numbers 26473-26496 for $412,727.68).  Mid-month bills paid by the city clerk were check numbers 26497 to 26519 for $35,700.02.  End of the year bills paid on December 31 (check numbers were 26524-26539 totaling $46,166.28).

	A motion was made to adjourn by Spencer and second by Hagstrom at 8:47 p.m. 


								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

