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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Pat Wortham, Jerry Spencer, Shane Hagstrom and Reed Schmidt.  Visitors at the meeting were Representative Dave Baker, Duaine Buer, Dale Tagtow and Mary Anne Ozanne from the Methodist Church, Josh Halvorson of Bolton and Menk.  Representing the city departments was Chief Trevor Berger, Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of January 6, 2016, was motioned for approval by Spencer second by Schmidt.   Motion carried unanimously.  

Representative Dave Baker is trying to get to every council meeting in his area.  He explained they are trying to finish the road bill, LGA, plus it is a bonding year.  Broadband is needed across the state.

Duaine Buer submitted an appurtenant easement agreement between Zaeska’s and himself regarding the private drainage ditch (by the small bridge) located within the Centennial Park.  He wanted the city to be aware of the agreement in case he needs to clean it in some in the future.

Dale Tagtow and Mary Ann Ozanne appeared before the council to ask permission to start a mission project here called “Feed Atwater”.  They would like to put a garden where the former parish was located on Second Street South.  Council approved the request with no hesitation.  

Chief of Police Trevor Berger read the January month end and end of the year report to the council.

Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz updated the council to let them know that first responders can now drive the ambulance.  Four people are getting training and the department will get reimbursed 100 percent.  February 10th is the township board.  The department lost 4 members due to retirement or moved out of the area.  Relief Association meeting is March 1st.  The ambulance benefit will be April 2nd .  

Bomstad informed the council that Utility Companies schedule is that in 2016 the tower will be drained and cleaned.  He also asked that all cars be off the road when snow plowing.  Department of Health has checked on the well houses.

The EDA has accepted a preliminary application for a fitness center.  They also purchased 2 new coolers for Elise Kashmark at Peaceful Thymes.  

Motion to approve the Atwater Baseball Association for a 3.2 liquor sales was made by Spencer and second by Wortham.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.

	Motion to approve an exempt permit for the Atwater Baseball Association for a raffle was made by Spencer and second by Schmidt.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.
Motion was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt to approve the 2016 Rice Hospital ALS intercept agreement.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.

Motion to approve a dance permit for Traci Smith for February 6th at the Strong Garage was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.

Motion to approve a dance permit for the Handlebar for the month of March 2016 was made by Spencer and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.

Hagstrom submitted a printer/fax for a 60 month lease at $104 a month.  Spencer would like to see a comparison.  Wortham made the motion to lease the copier but no second was made.  Motion died for lack of second.  Wortham made a second motion to allow Mark and Shane to approve a lease agreement in the best interest of the city for a copier.  The motion was second by Hagstrom.  Vote went as follows: yea; Hagstrom, Schmidt and Wortham, nay; Spencer.  Motion passed.

Hagstrom distributed the 2016 wage brackets to the council and explained how he arrived at the numbers.  Motion to approve with the addition of half percent for cost of living increase was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt. Police Chief would get half percent COLI, police officers will remain at the step they are at currently.  Maintenance supervisor will go from step 4 to step 5, maintenance worker will only get step increase of 2.5%.  City Clerk/treasurer will go from step 2 to step 3 and utility clerk will go from step1 to step 2.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.

Clerk/Treasurer Smith presented a quote from Banyon Data Systems that would match all of our other software for $2490.00 which includes software, support and training.  Motion was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt to purchase the payroll package.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.

Hagstrom remembered that Lisa Schultz our custodian at the Community center requested purchasing a new commercial vacuum cleaner.  Motion to approve a vacuum was made by Spencer and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: February 6th, 2015 (Checks numbers 26578-26602 for $22,316.50).  Mid-month bills were paid by the city clerk with check numbers 26664-26688 for $9,371.54 on February 8th, 2016.

A motion was made to adjourn by Spencer and second by Wortham at 8:57 p.m. 



								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

