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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, February 1, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Jerry Spencer, Shane Hagstrom and Reed Schmidt.  Pat Wortham was absent.  Visitors at the meeting were H. James Olson, Scott Bjornson, Tom Hayden, (both from the HandleBar), Dean Carlson, Dick and Marge Rierson.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Trevor Berger, Fire Chief Chad Busskohl, Greg Tauer, Brian Carlson and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of January 7, 2017, was motioned for approval by Spencer second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Dean Carlson plus Dick and Marge Riereson were concerned about the bus traffic on their road again. Buses are coming from the north and need to use the truck route as in the past.  The street is already in need of serious crack repair.  Hagstrom explained that they are now letting preschoolers off at the west door before the rest of the bus on the North side.  Dean Carlson was also concerned that the neighbor doesn’t have an extension on his fire chimney to get the soot away from building.  Mayor Olson will contact the home owner.

Representatives from the HandleBar were at the meeting to announce they want to do the street dance this year for Atwater Festival Days.  They would like to host the street dance in front of the bar this year.  They will talk to the Chamber also regarding the street dance.


H. James Olson brought a petition to the meeting proposing water and sewer mains installed out to his business property along US Hwy 12.  H.J. reminded the council that the downtown got free water and sewer the business owners so you can’t do it for one and not the others.  Jared Voge explained that there is the assessment process, or through DEED business retention program or Tax Increment Financing.  Mr. Olson said the city needs more businesses in town.

FIRE AND AMBULANCE REPORT

	Greg Tauer announced that the annual Fire Department Banquet is March 4th, an RSVP is needed.  Tauer asked if the department needs to have insurance for BYOB for the banquet.  Schmidt told him to contact Steve Lueders.  The Ambulance Gala is April 1st, which has been very successful.  Proceeds may go to communications equipment.  Need radios for fire department also.  The ones purchased in the two-thousands are going to be outdated.  

Busskohl asked what exactly would be needed to pay for a new roof.  He wants to be proactive in the reserve so that a new pumper could also be purchased in the near future. Truck 4150 needs replacement.  Quite a few of the helmets are out of date and need to be replaced.  The fire department is hoping to write a grant for $9,000.  Helmets are only good for 10 years.  Currently there are 22 people on the department, but an inventory needs to be done to find out age of each helmet.  Also are looking at purchasing an extruder to wash turn out gear.  The toxins on the turnout gear after a fire need to be washed.

The flat roof at the community center was discussed again.  If it rains hard, the ceiling leaks.  Mayor Olson said in the spring him and maintenance will have new bids done and will notify the fire department and fire board.

Police department report

Chief of Police Trevor Berger read the January month end report.  Berger asked the council to raise the amount of the impound fee to $20 a day.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Spencer to raise the amount to $20.  Motion carried by all present.  He then read the year-end report for 2016.

Maintenance Department Report

Bomstad informed the council that the lift pump on the station on Montana is down.  He is going to have Barkers look at it.  There was a water main break on Lincoln Street.  Bomstad hired Monson in to repair the main.  Water tower is working well and seems normal.  Bomstad said the DNR told us to shut off the aerator to kill off the carp and bullheads.  DNR thinks a better system needs to be done and replace the current system.

Clerks report

The city’s DNR report for water used was 30,830,000 but we billed for 36,240,674 gallons.  The difference was noted that due to an error in the computer program from when the new water meters were put in the homes.  A notice from Kandiyohi County Assessors office for our board of Appeal on April 16th at 6 pm.  Another request for the city to go in on another solar garden was read, council took no action. Clerk Smith read the League of Minnesota Cities regarding firearms.  No actions were taken.  Central Community Transit wants to advertise in our summer recreation newsletter.  Council took no action.  

	Smith asked to go to the Clerks Conference in Welch during March.  Motion to approve was made by Hagstrom and second by Spencer.  Motion carried.  Hagstrom has a quote for custom rugs for the community center (front entry, inside second entry, south side of building) from Hillyard at $1303.  Hagstrom made the motion and was second by Schmidt to purchase the rugs.  Vote went as follows in favor: Schmidt and Hagstrom: against: Spencer.  Motion passed.

PERMITS

	An alcohol permit for BYOB fire the Fire Departments annual banquet was motioned for approval by Schmidt and second by Spencer to approve with a copy of liability insurance for the event is March 3rd at the Community Center.  Motion was approved by all.  

	Dance permit for Kim Holm for March 25 at the Strong Garage was motioned by Spencer and second by Hagstrom.  Motion passed with everyone voting in favor.  



BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Schmidt and second by Spencer.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: February 6th, 2017 (Checks numbers 27300-27317 for $10,669.89).  Mid-month bills were paid by the city clerk with check numbers 27319-27346 for $10,095.60 on February 16th, 2017.

A motion was made to adjourn by Spencer and second by Wortham at 8:55 p.m. 



								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

