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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mark Olson.    Council members present were Brian Carlson, Shane Hagstrom, Deb Mickle, and Sandy Walsh was late.  Visitors were ACGC School Board members Diane Rivard, and Randy Kaisner  and Superintendent Nels Olmsad, Charles Stranberg from Gennessee Township.  City Engineer Jared Voge and Spencer Johnson from Bolton and Menk.  Representing the city departments was Chief of Police Trevor Berger and Ross Johnson, Riley Kampsen, Head of Maintenance Steve Bomstad and Fire Chief Chad Busskohl.

The minutes of the regular meeting of November 6, 2019, were motioned for approval after two spelling corrections by Carlson and second by Hagstrom.   Motion carried unanimously.  

Mayor Olson opened the public hearing for any questions regarding the 2020 budget and tax levy.  There were no responses so the Mayor proceeded with the rest of the meeting.

ACGC SCHOOL BOARD AND SUPERINDENANT

	Olmstad informed the council that no budget cuts were need and enrollment is up by 25 students.  The Cosmos school will be sold to SW/WC Cooperative in June of 2020.  The school year will end early on May 7th of 2020.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Acting Chief Johnson read the November 2019 service report to the council.  Johnson then submitted to the council the resignation of Tayler Fenrich who is going to the Hutchinson Police department.  Motion to accept the resignation was made by Walsh and second by Mickle.  The motion carried with everyone voting in favor.  Johnson requests an emergency/temporary hire of Riley Kampsen who is also with the Kandiyohi Sheriff’s Department.  Motion to hire Kampsen at $17.71 was made by Carlson and second Hagstrom.  Motion carried with everyone voting in favor of the motion.

	Johnson asked the council to set a public hearing to invite public questions regarding a policy on body cameras for the Atwater Police department.  The department would only purchase one camera.  (Expense would be around $1,000 for camera.)  Council decided to do the public hearing at the January 6th city council meeting.  Data will be stored at the county for $50 a month.  

	Trevor Berger gave an update on his health. October 28th he was rushed to ER and proceeded to have 2 tumors removed.  He hopes to be back in three weeks of light duty.  Council informed him that he is out of sick time and vacation time and is now being placed on unpaid medical leave as of December 1st.

FIRE/AMBULANCE REPORT

	Chad Busskohl informed the council that Ryan Ziller is already a Fire Fighter II.  Motion to approve Ziller to the Atwater Fire Department was made by Walsh and second by Mickle.  Motion passed with everyone voting in favor.  Two new EMTs are Brett Busskohl and Jordon Fester are signing up classes.  The loft is almost done above the fire department.  

MAINTENCE REPORT

	Bomstad informed the council that the heater wasn’t working in the new truck and the starter needs to be replaced.  The tailgate on the new snow/dump truck is still being worked on.  A $1200 clutch is needed for the road grader.  

ATWATER EDA

	Atwater Dental gave their notice to vacate the EDA building as of January 1st, 2020.  All utilities will now be the responsibility of the EDA.   Kevin Friesen from USDA – Rural Development came to do an audit on the business loan program.  There are some changes needed on the forms, it also needs to be marketed so people can make use of the program and a collection policy needs to be drawn up.

CLERKS REPORT

	Clerk Smith told the council her office will be sending out a notice created by Rural Water to warn people about preventing water and sewer lines from freezing.  She cashed two CD to revive the cash flow.  We have a few prepaid special assessments of approximately $30,000.  The City has signed up with the US Department of Transportation – Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration due to the vehicles driven by the maintenance department for their jobs.  Drug testing is now forwarded to this jurisdiction.  

Court proceeding for 300 N Third Street (Loveland)

	Mayor Olson appeared in court for the city and Ms. Loveland asked for another 30 days to get her stuff together to begin the tear down.  She was granted until the end of the day December 21, 2019.

ANNEXATION FOR DARREN AMDAHL

	Resolution 2019-19 for annexation of Darren Amdahl was motioned by Carlson and second by Mickle.  The motion carried with everyone voting in favor.  The resolution will be forwarded to Gennessee Township.  

2020 Budget and Tax Levy

	Resolution 2019-20 for the 2020 Budget and tax levy totaling $531,135.00 was motioned by Hagstrom and second by Carlson.  This would be an increase of $25,180 from 2019, mostly in the debt service for the 2015 Street Project.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  


DEMO OF 508 Fourth Street South

	Building inspector Solheid and Clerk Smith let proposal for demolition of 508 Fourth Street South.  Only two bids were submitted Landwier Constriction of St. Cloud for $19,835 and MAAC Inc. from Montevideo for $13,280.  Council decided to table the bids for until the January meeting to see what would happen with the house (Loveland) on Hwy 12. Motion for table was made by Carlson and second by Hagstrom.  Motion passed by all voting in favor.

2020 Sealcoat

	Spencer Johnson of Bolton and Menk read the proposed sealcoating and attached map for 2020 to the council. Council took no action.

 Ordinance 2019-03 changing meeting days to first monday

	This being the third reading of the ordinance a motion from Carlson to approve Ordinance 2019-03 was made and Walsh second the motion.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

Centra Care ALS Ambulance Agreement

	Centra Care has bought out Rice Hospital/Ambulance service we need a formal agreement with them.  Motion was made by Carlson and second by Hagstrom to approve the agreement and was carried by everyone voting in favor.  

2020 Liquor license, cigarette, mobile home permits and garbage hauling

	A list of businesses in town with licenses or permits for 2020 was submitted in the agenda packet.  Motion to approve all listed was made by Hagstrom and second by Walsh.  Four voted in favor of the motion with Brian Carlson abstaining.  Motion passed.  Carlson will contact Miller Sanitation to remind them they do not have residential license for garbage pickup.

Safe Assure for 2020 Renewal

	Motion to renew our safety training with Safe Assure was made by Hagstrom and second by Carlson.  With everyone voting in favor – the motion passed.

Atwater Threshers agreement

	It was brought to the City’s attention by the Threshers organization that the agreement was extended on April 20, 2011 city council meeting until April 20th of 2020.  Council requested someone from the Threshers appear before the council at their January meeting.




2020 wages

	Council did not like the chart prepared by Clerk Smith.  Hagstrom will forward the chart used last year.  Wages are tabled until the January 2020 meeting.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Mickle.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: December 5, 2019 (Checks numbers 29289-29350 for $ 23,680.38).  Mid-month bills paid on December 20, 2019 were check numbers 29352 through 29372 for $ 23,548.51.  On December 31 the following end of year bills were paid with check numbers 29375 through 29394 totaling $11,539.37, approved by finance committee.

A motion was made to adjourn by Carlson and second by Walsh at 8:50 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

