February 1, 2021
REGULAR MEETING
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  The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Monday, February 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Atwater Community Center by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Brian Carlson, Deb Mickle, and Sandy Walsh. Shane Hagstrom arrived at 7:03.  Visitors at the meeting were ACGC Superintendent Nels Onstad, School Board Chair Megan Morrison, Justice Walker from Mid-Minnesota Development Commission, Jill Bengston from Kandiyohi County Housing and Redevelopment Authority, Lee Mickle and Megan Morrison representing the Lions Club and “Splash Pad” Committee, and Spencer Johnson from Bolton and Menk.  

Representing the city departments was Acting Chief Ross Johnson, Chad Busskohl Fire Chief, and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of January 4th, 2021, was motioned for approval by Mickle second by Walsh.   Motion carried unanimously.  
	
ACGC SCHOOL BOARD AND SUPERINTENDANT

Nelson Onstad and Meagon Morrison appeared before the council updating them on the previous 11 months of school.  As of February 9th everyone will be back in school.  Renovations are almost complete at the High School and done at the elementary location.  Enrollment is up and they purchased a lot of technology from the CARES ACT.  

Jill BENGSTON – KANDI HRA – PUBLC HEARING FOR SMALL CITIES GRANT

Mayor Olson began the public hearing at 7:12 opening the floor with Bengston giving an opening statement as to what the grant was about and that we were at the next part of the application process.  There was no comment from the public present.  A motion to pass Resolution 20201-10 in support of a Small Cities Development Program Project was made by Carlson and second by Mickle.  Motion carried unanimously.  The public hearing was closed at of 7:21.

Justice Walker from MMDC – update ordinances

	Walker came before the council to ask if there were any more ordinances that needed to be updated before turning in what he has finished.  He hopes to have it forwarded end of February or beginning of March.

Spencer johnson from bolton and menk

Spencer distributed a memo for pavement maintenance plan for 2021.  Sealcoating the south side from Railroad tracks down Second and Third Street to Montana and cross streets from Hwy 2 to Third plus Washington.  The estimated costs were $ 131,000.  Also submitted was reclaim and overlay on Lincoln (North of Orchard), Ramsey (from Lincoln to Garfield), Roosevelt from (Hwy 2 to Lincoln) and Idaho on both sides of the school.  That estimated cost was $295,000.  Motion was made by Carlson to go ahead with the sealcoating for $131,000 and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Spencer went on to explain that the Project Priority List (PPL) was updated and some projects have been on there since 2013.  Does the council want them to remain on the list so we don’t lose our place on the list.  Council decided to leave them on the list.

Splash pad – Lee mickle and Meagan Morrison

Lee Mickle and Morrison gave updated numbers for the fund raising.  $147,000 has been raised but they are still $52,003 short.  They are looking into the future for a full plan for the park including additional parking spaces, maybe closing the loop through the park.  They are setting up a meeting with the contractor.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Trevor Berger appeared before the council to hand in his resignation and turn in his badge.  With regret the council approved his resignation unanimously.  The motion was made by Mickle and second by Carlson.  Ross Johnson then reviewed the January service report.  Many catalytic converters have been stolen in Meeker and Kandiyohi County, Atwater has also been hit by the thieves.  He is bringing two bids for a new squad car.  First is from Atwater Ford for $38,500 for 2021 Explorer AWD Police and second is a 2021 Durango pursuit AWD from Burnsville Dodge.  Motion to go with the Atwater Ford bid since it is a local dealership in town was made by Carlson plus $10,000 in “outfitting costs” and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried with Walsh abstaining.  They are hoping to use the equipment off the pickup truck.

FIRE DEPARTMENt

	Fire Chief Chad Busskohl talked to the council that they need to update their computer (desktop). Motion made by to approve up to $1500 was made by Mickle and second by Walsh. 
Motion carried.  Fire Board meeting will be February 10th to discuss the KOPP formula with the townships.  There was a copy of the rolling stock inventory for all departments in the agenda packet. 

Maintenance/parks department

	Bomstad informed the council in 367 day he will be retiring.  They are still working on the project at #4 Well house, they are waiting on parts.  He reviewed the 2020 water report sent to Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  We pumped 28 million gallons.  He also told the council that the DNR brought us a new mixer to use for Aeration this winter.

Clerks Report

The yearly Local Board of Appeal and Equalization will be at the Community center on April 8th at 6 p.m.  A thank you from the Atwater Historical Society was in the packet along with a request for another donation this year.  Motion was made by Carlson and second by Mickle to approve $1,000 for the preservation of Atwater’s History. Motion carried unanimously.  A report of outstanding indebtedness of $2,379,778 which is all from Minnesota Public Facilities.  

Mediacom – Franchise agreement

	Council looked at the agreement but wanted to know if there was anything the local access channel needed.  Dale Tagtow will be asked to appear at the next city council meeting.

Xcel Energy – electric franchise – Ordinance 2021-01

	Council had the first reading of the Xcel Energy Electric Franchise (Ord 2021-01).  Bomstad explained that as long as our downtown lights remain “Cobra Heads” they are covered under the old agreement.  If we want to change them, the maintenance would defer back to us.  

Lutheran Social Services – Senior dining agreement for 2021

	Motion was made by Carlson and second by Walsh to continue the Senior Dining agreement at the Community Center for 2021.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Resolution 2021-11 Updating the Cafeteria Plan 

	Motion made by Walsh and second by Carlson to pass resolution 2021-11 updating the cafeteria plan for the CARES Act, regarding medical expenses reimbursed, and spending carry over of up to $550. Motion passed unanimously.  

2021/2022 building inspection agreement

A motion was made to approve the 2021 and 2022 was made by Carlson and second by Mickle and passed with everyone in agreement.  The hourly rate is now $53.00 and milage is now $0.56.  

Reserves as of YEAR END 2020

	Clerk Smith submitted for Council’s approval the balance for the various reserves for the end of the year 2020.  Hagstrom refuted that the Christmas decoration shouldn’t come out of the parks reserve.  It will be struck from the list.  Motion to approve the adjusted reserve amounts was made by Carlson and second by Mickle.  Motion carried.

DANCE PERMITS

Dance permit for Noe Villanveva for a quinceanera for July 17th at the Community Center (no alcohol)  motioned for approval by Mickel and second by Walsh.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Planning and zoning Commission – Public hearing for Melbie and Cheryl Rousers (2)

After reviewing the minutes of the Planning and Zoning Commission Walsh made the motion to approve both Rachel Melbie and Dan and Cheryl Rouser variances as approved by the Commission. Motion passed unanimously.   


APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Carlson and second by Walsh.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: February 2nd, 2021 (Checks numbers 30124 thru 30145 for $ 13,083.56).  Mid-month bills paid on February 18, 2021 were check numbers 30147 through 30174 for $14,987.93.

A motion was made to adjourn by Mickle and second by Carlson at 9:37 p.m. 





								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

